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Summary:

Within a project about metabolic bone disease of the veiled chameleon (Chamaleo
calyptratus), this study was performed to examine the feeding behaviour of female hatchlings

ratio) was eaten more ofien. The total amount of eaten pray in the small hatchli ng group
decreased when the prey ratio shifted towards the grasshoppers.

Introduction:

Since chameleons are an increasing pets in home and zoo care the Zoological Garden Base] js
trying to minimize the often occurring metabolic bone disease in young and pregnant
chameleons. Therefore a project was launched in which the optimal light conditions and the
optimal feeding with vitamines A,D and Calcium should be determined. At the beginning of

offering of living prey. To maintain a successful main experiment one must know the food

prefe{ences of the hatchlings. It should be excluded that the vitamins from the main

CXperiment were not taken up because of a not ideal feeding. For an ideal feeding it is

Important to know the preferred prey and the ideal ratio of prey variability. As first food small

and large flightless drosophila, cricket nymphes (Acheta domesticus), mediterranean floyr |

mt_:)th (Epestina kueniellar), houseflies, two days old grasshopper nymphs (Locusta

migratoria), cockroaches (Blattella sp.), woodlice (Armadidillidum vulagre) are ‘

recommended (Schmidt, 2006). From this great choice only cricket nymphs, two day old ‘
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following two hj potheses:

1. Bigger hatchlings of veiled chameleons eat bigger prey. The different prey fed were
graded from the biggest to the smallest as following: large cricket nymphs,
grasshopper nymphs, small cricket nymphs, drosophila. It was assumed that the
grasshoppers are preferred by the bigger hatchling and that the larger crickets will
only be preferred it the hatchlings are already big enough.
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